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About Us...
Founded in 1857 by the Sisters of Mercy, the Mercy University Hospital (MUH) has been providing
healthcare to the people of Cork for 165 years. What began as a 40-bed hospital staffed by four
Sisters of Mercy is now a 330-bed hospital with over 1,400 members of staff. More than 130,000
patients come through the doors of MUH each year availing of healthcare services across a wide
range of specialties.
Since 2007, the Mercy University Hospital Foundation (MUHF) has served as the official fundraising
body for MUH. In this time, we have allocated over €14 million of donor funds towards projects
that help to advance patient care. These funds have been used to purchase life-saving equipment,
refurbish areas of the hospital, create patient support groups, fund patient information booklets,
support research, provide assistance to patients who may find themselves in short-term financial
difficulty due to illness and much more.
Through campaigns like our annual Mercy Heroes campaign, events like the 96FM Giving for
Living Radiothon and our Facebook Challenges, generous support from our regular and major
donors, community events and corporate partnerships, we are able to continue supporting the
patients and staff of MUH each year.
We are fully committed to helping MUH continue delivering exceptional patient care in the heart
of Cork City.
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2020

€

€

909,870

1,557,710

1,702,144

1,534,342

86

982

2,612,100

3,093,034

Expenditure on charitable activities

813,554

1,428,087

Fundraising activities

670,593

549,625

Management & Administration

329,580

313,141

6,633

7,417

1,820,360

2,298,270

791,740

794,764

€

€

925,758

899,026

4,485,336

3,614,737

INCOME
DDonations and legacies
Income from Charitable Activities
Income from Investments

Total Income

EXPENDITURE

Bank Charges

Total expenditure
Net Income
Balance Sheet

1%

Patient Assistance

67%

Equipment & Facilities
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13%

in research

CURRENT & FIXED ASSETS
Fixed Assets
Current Assets

CURRENT LIABILITIES		
Creditors

319,962

214,371

		

19%

Patient Support & Services

Net Assets

5,091,132

4,299,392

Restricted Funds

3,534,136

3,135,268

Unrestricted Funds

1,556,996

1,164,124

5,091,132

4,299,392

REPRESENTED BY:

Total Funds

Working through
challenging times
It is impossible to look back on the past two years without recognising the enormous impact that
the Covid-19 pandemic has had on our health service and in turn, our fundraising efforts.

Achievements in 2021

Thanks to our donors and the success of our Emergency Covid-19 Appeal which raised over €3

As we continue to emerge from the pandemic, the focus of the Foundation has slowly returned to

million, we were able to support our incredible healthcare staff and patients through this difficult

funding non-Covid related services at the Mercy.

time. Here are just some of the items purchased…

From vital equipment to ground-breaking research, here are some of the ways that funds raised in
2021 helped to advance patient care at the Mercy University Hospital.

Thank You
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• As Covid-19 measures forced more events to go virtual, we kickstarted our Facebook
Challenges. So far these have raised over €200,000 for the Mercy Cancer Appeal with
thousands taking part from all over Ireland.

2 Sononsite
Ultrasound
Machines

• We funded a ‘wild’ transformation of the Leukemia Unit which has now been renamed the
Safari Unit to help make our youngest patients feel more at ease.
• We allocated €12,000 to the Radiology Department which was used to purchase state-of-the-art
communication equipment for a Multi-Disciplinary Team Conference Room. This allows teams
at the Mercy consult and confer with other expert teams all over the world on specific cases.
• Over €35,000 was allocated to the 3D Minimally Invasive Surgery system at the Mercy which
allows surgeons to perform less invasive, safer surgeries and results in a much quicker
recovery for patients
• We provided funding of €20,000 to colorectal cancer research which is aiming to personalise
treatment plans for patients with advanced bowel cancer.

Paediatric Oncology Outreach
Nursing Service (POONS)
On average, over 160 children are diagnosed with cancer each year in Ireland. While we can
help to fund research and new equipment to diagnose cancers earlier and provide the best

Calvin is one of the many patients who has

possible treatment, it is still an incredibly difficult time for patients and their families.

benefited from POONS. According to his mom, Emma,

“ Olga and Peg came every week which was fantastic,

This is where our unique POONS service comes in. POONS stands for Paediatric Oncology
Outreach Nursing Service and is the only service of its kind in Ireland. It allows children across

especially if Calvin wasn’t up to a hospital visit. They kept

Cork to receive cancer treatment at home. The difference this can make for our youngest

us out of the hospital environment during Covid. Even

patients is immeasurable. The normalisation that being treated at home brings, can have a huge

though he loved the Mercy nurses on the ward, Calvin
was his usual bubbly bright self when he saw Peg and

psychological impact and takes away the anxiousness that comes with hospital visits.

”

Olga arriving.
For these patients, our POONS service massively reduces the amount of time they spend in
hospital, they can spend more time in school or at home with friends and family. For their parents,

POONS 2021

it means less time and money is spent travelling to and from hospital, fewer days off work and
most importantly, support from our two POONS nurses, Peg and Olga. Overall, it brings a little bit

Here are just some of the areas our POONS nurses travelled to in 2021

of normality during an incredibly difficult time.

Charleville

“ Being

able to deliver a home-based option to
these children enhances their quality of life and
.
allows for some normalisation of family life during
cancer treatment. It also means there is a reduction
in hospital admissions and promotes early discharge
from the hospital. We are also able to provide
ongoing training and development for the team of
Clinical Nurse Specialists (CNS) so that they can
provide expert care to the children through informed
research and up to date knowledge.

550

45

23,654

550 home visits
carried out

45 families
supported

23,654 km
Travelled

Mallow

Ballincollig
Whitegate

”

Olga Buckley
Paediatric Oncology / Haematology CNS.

€30,000 in funding is required each year to keep this life-changing service mobile

Killeagh

Macroom

Kilcrohane

Rosscarbery

Mercy Cancer
Appeal
CANCER CARE CENTRE AND PSYCHO-ONCOLOGY

PSYCHO-ONCOLOGY SERVICE:

In Ireland, over 43,000 new cases of cancer are diagnosed each year. Unfortunately, this

While we raise funds to purchase equipment and support research to help with the early

looks set to rise with 1 in 3 of us now expected to receive a diagnosis at some point in our

detection of cancer and provide more treatment options, we know how important it is to also

lives. For every person who receives their diagnosis at the Mercy Hospital or comes here

support the emotional needs of patients during this difficult time. In 2019, we began funding

for treatment, we want to be able to provide the best possible care and support for them and

a psycho-oncology service at a current cost of €120,000 each year. In 2021, more than 300

their loved ones. Here are some of the ways we supported cancer patients in 2021;

patients availed of this service.

Did you know?

MERCY CANCER CARE
CENTRE:

• 1/3 of cancer patients will experience depression or anxiety during their

In 2019, we purchased a property at 9 Dyke

• Patients experiencing mental health difficulties can spend 40% longer in hospital

Parade, just around the corner from the Mercy

• Cancer patients who are struggling with depression or anxiety can have

cancer journey

35% higher medical costs

Hospital. This 4,876 sq. ft building will serve as
the location of the Mercy Cancer CARE Centre.
More than just bricks and mortar, the Mercy
Cancer CARE Centre will provide a safe and

“ Receiving

comforting place where cancer patients can find
support, information and solace. Since then we have raised €1.35 million to create the centre

a cancer diagnosis can be very distressing for

both the individual and their family members. It is not unusual
to experience a range of emotions at the time of diagnosis and

so far with approximately €1 million left to raise to make this long-held goal a reality for cancer

throughout the cancer journey. Patients tell us they feel shock,

patients at the Mercy. Once completed, it will provide a range of services, including;

anger, worry, sadness, and uncertainty. We know that most adults
with cancer & their families adapt and cope with such difficult
challenges over time, but some may find that their emotions

A drop-in facility
for cancer awareness
and support.

CANCER CARE
CENTRE

Facilities for
one-to-one
counselling and
patient/peer to peer
support groups.

become difficult to manage and might affect their daily lives.
As cancer may increase the risk if an individual should develop
COVID-19, patients can experience heightened distress and
there has been a need to provide even more psychological support. With your help, we
hope to expand the psycho-oncology service in 2021 to reach even more cancer patients and

”

help them and their loved ones through this difficult time.
Psycho-oncology services
to support the mental and
emotional health of patients.

A safe haven for
patients at the time of
their initial diagnosis.

Dr Tara Houlihan
Senior Clinical Psychologist, Mercy University Hospital

‘‘

I’m so grateful for
the care I received at
The Mercy Hospital
that I want to give
something back

I’m leaving
a donation
in my will

‘‘

Please contact Deirdre Finn if you would like to make
plans for a legacy gift to The Mercy University Hospital.
T: 021 4274076 or E: deirdre@mercyhospitalfoundation.ie | www.mercyfundraising.ie

